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Mandela Effect - Definition

• The Mandela Effect is a world-wide phenomenon that involves people 
from all demographics that claim that they are vividly remembering 
things that somehow now appear differently in reality. 

• The depth of the phenomenon lies in the fact that these things that 
appear to have changed have always existed in their new unfamiliar 
form. In other words, you can’t go back 10 years and find the version 
everyone remembers.  It appears that in the present timeline, these 
things have never existed.   



Mandela Effect - Definition



Google Search term volume for 
the keyword “Mandela effect”

This puts 
“Mandela effect” 
searches in the 
same league as big 
psychology terms 
and trending 
health topics, not 
obscure fringe 
stuff.



• Google Analytics and Google Trends show consistent and rising 
interest in the Mandela Effect worldwide.

Google trends for the keyword 
“Mandela effect”



Facebook Communities

There are over 300 active 
Facebook groups 
dedicated to discussing Mandela 
Effect experiences.
Some with close to 200,000 
members



Rational explanations
• Human memory is unreliable
• Misremembering
• Implanted thoughts
• Confabulation
• Delusional
• Government psyop
• Photoshopped tricks
• Deceivers / charlatan

 Confused because you are biblically 
illiterate

 Confused by versions, modernizations, 
variants, misprints

 Confused by misquotes from pop 
culture

 The Bible can’t change therefore your 
evidence is irrelevant

 All your data is fraudulent

Biblical explanations



Why the evidence-based approach?

• For years, “Supernatural Bible change” discussions have relied on subjective examples: 
Someone provides a “fill in the blank” memory quiz question, and the participant invariably gets 
it wrong the exact same way as everyone else. This can be repeated with approximately 15 - 20 
familiar passages with virtually anyone that knows their Bible almost without exception. The 
Christian Bible change community has observed this consistent reaction for 9 years now.

• But once the participant learns that they are incorrect, instead of being shocked, they somehow 
manage to reframe it as trivial by saying something like, “Oh yeah—now I remember.” So not 
only do the majority of people get a significant number of familiar passages wrong when they 
shouldn’t, they also display an irrational indifference to what amounts to 
a catastrophic memory failure.
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Evidence of a supernaturally changing Bible

• No precedent (Phenomenon)

• Testimony of millions of devout 
believers

• 2 studies on average amount of 
misremembering

• 2 studies on repetition

• 2 studies by SBCO Int
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 Eliminate confusion by versions, modernizations, variants or 
misprints

 Eliminate confusion by misquotes from pop culture, movies, 
songs plaques

 26 theological reasons why the Bible can change

 Do a Bible quiz

 Biblical paradoxes

 Theological reason (Doctrine of preservation)

Step 1 Step 2



Additional evidence of a supernaturally changing Bible

• Bible prophecy foretelling the event

• Notable figures

• Flip flops

• Residual evidence

• 20 different types of Bible changes
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20 different types of changes
• Names with eighteen letters

• Word switches

• New countries introduced

• Missing words

• Altered names

• Spelling, grammar, and syntax errors

• Changed stories and new stories

• Biblical paradoxes

• Cut-and-paste duplicates

• Ebonics, emojis, gibberish, and nonsense verses
Duplicated words

• Massive run-on sentences

• Same Greek or Hebrew word can be translated as two 
different English words in the same paragraph

• Some changes occur only once, while others change and 
then change again

• Modern words

• Random capitalization and italics

• Blasphemy, sexual innuendo, ungodly themes

• Unfamiliar content confusing many Christians

• Some changes appear in certain versions but not in the KJV, and 
vice versa

• Not all changes appear across all versions, adding confusion to the 
debate

• Changes may appear in one part of the New Testament but not 
another

• Some changes are in the Old Testament only, or the New Testament 
only
Some changes appear in one Gospel, others in all Gospels

• Some changes are doctrinally significant; others seem benign



Evidence based approach 
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Visit alteredbible.com to see

A statistical, probability-
driven assessment of 
confirmed unified misreme
mbering and its 
implications



Why you should accept 
our data
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Visit alteredbible.com to see

Validating the authenticity 
of our survey and its results



Peer reviewed & published

• "The Visual 
Mandela Effect as 
Evidence for 
Shared and 
Specific False 
Memories Across 
People.“  Deepasri 
Prasad, Wilma A. 
Bainbridge



Peer reviewed & published

VME = “Visual Mandela effect” – Highly correlated false memory



Why you should accept 
our data

• If you insist on 
claiming fraud then 
use our online 
Mandela effect Bible 
quiz and conduct your 
own research

• alteredbible.com/quiz



What’s the average amount of misremembering?

The following two independent studies found that the average amount of 
misremembering in any given situation is approximately 25%

Our international survey with 90 respondents and our national pastor’s survey with 
30 respondents found consistent unified misremembering across multiple passages 
as high as 93.5%

Explain why respondents in our surveys showed such high rates of 
misremembering when asked to identify scriptures that are widely believed to be 
supernaturally changed

• If you're going to try to delegitimize these studies, ask yourself, do you really 
believe content experts usually misremember 90% of their content?

• Pilot, Doctor, Pastor
• The didn’t just misremember, the all misremembered the exact same thing



Studies

Study # 1 
Loftus, E. F., & Pickrell, J. E. (1995) –
“The Formation of False Memories”
Method: Participants were presented 
with narratives of childhood events, 
some of which were true and one 
fabricated.
Result: Around 25–30% of participants 
“remembered” the false event as if it 
actually happened.
Implication: False memories for 
emotionally neutral events are common 
but still far below the scale reported in 
Mandela Effect cases.
Source: Loftus, E. F., & Pickrell, J. E. 
(1995). The formation of false memories.
Psychiatric Annals, 25(12), 720–725. Link 
to abstract



Studies

Study # 2 
Wade, K. A., Garry, M., Read, J. D., & Lindsay, D. S. 
(2002) – “A Picture is Worth a Thousand Lies”
Method: Participants were given doctored 
photographs of childhood events (some fabricated) 
and asked to recall details.
Result: About 30% of participants recalled the false 
events after being exposed to manipulated images.
Implication: Visual cues increase false memory 
formation, but still under 50%, showing typical 
memory errors are limited compared to Mandela 
Effect reports.
Source: Wade, K. A., Garry, M., Read, J. D., & 
Lindsay, D. S. (2002). A picture is worth a thousand 
lies: Using false photographs to create false 
childhood memories. Psychonomic Bulletin & 
Review, 9(3), 597–603. DOI link



Your studies are irrelevant, I only go by the word

Proverbs 24:11 charges you to answer our question when it says “Deliver those who are drawn toward 
death, And hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.” Why wouldn’t you answer our question if it 
could stop us from stumbling to the slaughter.  

James 4:17 says “to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” God’s word never 
teaches you should use the word as a reason to hold back your help.  

Prov 3:27 says “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act.

“If your so confident in your position, then it should be easy for you to clear up why the content experts 
in our survey are exhibiting unified misremembering, what’s the cause? 

Romans 12:16 teaches us that we should ‘condescend to the lowly’ so as a matter of principle you should 
be willing to clear up our confusion by just explaining what is causing all of this unified misremembering

Romans 1:18 says that the “wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness;” deflecting a clear, relevant 
question is the opposite of someone that is in subjection to the word.   “If the Bible is your final 
authority, then aren’t you bound by its teachings on honesty and accountability. 



Repetition is a major contributor to long term 
memory

The following studies show that repetition is a leading contributor to forming long term memories. 
Since the average pastor spends an average of 3 hours a day 7 days a week exposed to the correct 
rendering, and any exposure to misquotes would be a tiny percentage of that if at all, then please 
explain why such rare and infrequent exposure to misquotes would represent a larger influence on 
long term memory than the much larger amount of repetition to the correct renderings 

1) Vlach, H. A., & Sandhofer, C. M. (2012). Distributing Learning Over Time: The Spacing Effect in 
Children’s Acquisition and Generalization of Science Concepts. Child Development, 83(4), 1137–
1144. 2) 

2) Karpicke, J. D., & Roediger, H. L. (2007). Repeated retrieval during learning is the key to long-term 
retention. Journal of Memory and Language, 57(2), 151–162.



Studies – Repetition is major contributor to long 
term memory

Vlach & Sandhofer (2012) 
— Child Development
Tested 5–7-year-olds learning science concepts under 
three schedules: massed, clumped, and spaced lessons. 
Spaced lessons produced better later generalization
than massed/clumped schedules. 
The spacing advantage held for both simple and complex
concepts (i.e., not limited to easy material). 
Takeaway: distributing instruction over time improves 
transfer/generalization, not just short-term recall. 



Studies – Repetition is major contributor to long 
term memory

Karpicke & Roediger (2007) 
— Journal of Memory and 
Language

Across experiments, repeated retrieval 
(testing) produced much higher 1-week 
retention than additional studying. 
A key result: dropping items after one 
successful recall hurt long-term retention; 
continuing to retrieve them helped a lot. 
Simply restudying items that had already 
been recalled added little compared to more 
retrieval attempts. 
Takeaway: long-term retention is driven 
primarily by retrieval practice frequency, not 
by extra exposure time alone.



SBCO International Mandela Effect Bible survey

• Australia
• Canada
• Hungary
• Ireland
• Germany
• New Zealand
• United Kingdom
• United States



Mandela Effect Survey Results
Common recollection 
(wrong answer)

% choosing same answerRespondents (n)Verse

giveth / taketh97%77Job 1:21

death Angel90%74Exodus 12:23

bruise / crush85%8072Genesis 3:15

sand and winds99%76Luke 6:49

lest99%78Matthew 7:1

lying97%77Isaiah 11:6

olive Branch94%78Genesis 8:11

he that lives by the sword 
shall die by the sword

92%76Matthew 26:52

more84%77Matthew 18:20

perish87%78Hosea 4:6

I am weak / He is strong90%762 Corinthians 12:10



21% - None
9% - 15 minutes a day



SBCO National Pastor Mandela Effect Bible survey

Survey area
• United States



National Pastor Survey Results
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National Pastor Survey Results

• Job 1:21 (KJV) (UT#1) — Answer given: “giveth / taketh” chosen by 29/31 (93.5%) Correct: 1/31 
(3.2%) Actual: “The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away;”

• Luke 6:49 (UT#4)— Answer given: “Sand / winds” chosen by 29/31 (93.5%) Correct: 1/31 
(3.2%) Actual: “built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently,”

• Genesis 3:19 (KJV) (UT#4)— Answer given: “By the sweat of thy brow” chosen by 27/31 (87.1%) Correct: 
3/31 (9.7%) Actual: “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,”

• Mark 5:28 (UT#4) — Answer given: “touch the hem of His garment” chosen by 27/31 (87.1%) 
Correct: 2/31 (6.5%) Actual: “If I may touch but his clothes.”

• Luke 5:24 (KJV) (UT#4) — Answer given: “bed / walk” chosen by 25/31 (80.6%) Correct: 
4/31 (12.9%) Actual: “take up thy couch, and go into thine house.”

• Genesis 7:9 (KJV) (UT#4) — Answer given: “two by two” chosen by 24/31 (77.4%) Correct: 
6/31 (19.4%) Actual: “there went in two and two unto Noah into the ark,”



National Pastor Survey Results

• Isaiah 11:6 (UT#1) — Answer given: “The lion (laid down with the lamb)” chosen by 23/31 (74.2%) Correct: 
7/31 (22.6%) Actual: “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,”

• John 1:41 (KJV) (UT#2) — Answer given: “Messiah” chosen by 22/31 (71.0%) Correct: 6/31 (19.4%) Actual: “We 
have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.”

• Matthew 7:1 (KJV) (UT#5)— Answer given: “lest ye be judged” chosen by 22/31 (71.0%) Correct: 
8/31 (25.8%) Actual: “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”

• Hebrews 6:1 (KJV) (UT#2)— Answer given: “elementary principles” chosen by 21/31 (67.7%) Correct: 
8/31 (25.8%) Actual: “the principles of the doctrine of Christ,”

• John 12:24 (KJV) (UT#4)— Answer given: “grain of wheat” chosen by 20/31 (64.5%) Correct: 5/31 (16.1%) Actual: 
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,”

• Genesis 8:11 (UT#1) — Answer given: “an olive branch” chosen by 19/31 (61.3%) Correct: 11/31 (35.5%) Actual:
• “in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off:”



What’s the cause?  

Version confusion: 
The 12 passages in our National pastor survey are either King James 
only or they are universally the same across all versions—including the 
KJV. Additionally, there’s no varied rendering in a different book within 
the same version. Each passage appears only one way in every Bible, in 
every version, in every book of that version, with every publisher, in 
every language, in every century, without exception. So how could the 
pastors have been confused by versions if the renderings are the same 
in every version and every book in the same version? 



What’s the cause? 

Modernization/variants/misprints: 
We also confirmed that the renderings of each question are identical in 
every version to the original source texts from which they are derived, 
which eliminates any possibility that the pastors were simply confused 
by modernizations, variants, or misprints.

Biblical illiteracy: I also went to great effort and expense to get this 
result exclusively from pastors, so these astonishing results cannot be 
explained away by the idea that people taking the survey are just 
biblically illiterate. And it’s not just these pastors; it’s pastors worldwide, 
and it’s all of humanity.



Every version says “wolf” without exception



Modernizations
or Variants

• It would have to be 
one way in these 
original versions and 
another way in later 
versions

• ….and it’s not

King James 1611 Cambridge version



Variants
• What is the reason the 

company exists? 
• Do you have an official 

company mission 
statement?

King James 1611 Cambridge version says “wolf”



1769 Oxford edition says “wolf”



1900 Pure Cambridge Edition says “wolf”



All 
Publishers
• There is no variation of 

the KJV text between 
different publishers

Zondervan, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Thomas Nelson, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Cambridge University Press, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Oxford University Press, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Hendrickson Publishers, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Tyndale House, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Barbour Publishing, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Baker Publishing Group, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Holman Bible Publishers, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Thomas Brooks, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Fleming H. Revell, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Whitaker House, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Christian Art Publishers, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Thomas Nelson (UK), Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Bible Society (United Kingdom), Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
American Bible Society, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Cambridge Bibles, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb



All 
Publishers
• There is no variation of 

the KJV text between 
different publishers

Kregel Publications, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Crossway, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Whitfield Press, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Thomas C. Nelson & Sons, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Baker Book House, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Wycliffe Bible Translators, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Logos Bible Software, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Hendrickson Bibles, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Barbour & Company, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Thomas Nelson Canada, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Cambridge University Press India, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb
Thomas Nelson Australia, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb
Christian Focus Publications, Isaiah 11:6, The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb



All medium
• Print
• Video
• Audio
• Commentaries
• Books
• Magazine
• Newspapers



Universal 
Version 
Confusion?

• The 1611 Cambridge KJV, all 5 
revisions, the 1769 Oxford Edition, 
as well as the ASV, NIV, ISV, NLT, ESV, 
BSB, BLB, NKJV, NAS, (NASB 1995,) 
(NASB 1977,) LSB, Amplified, CSB, 
Holman, CEV, ERV, Majority, NET, 
New Heart, Websters, Weymouth, 
World English, LSV, Berean, Young’s, 
Smith’s, Douay-Rheims, Catholic 
Public Domain, NAB, NRSV, LAMSA, 
Aramaic, Anderson, Godbey, Haweis, 
Mace, Weymouth, Worrell, Worsley, 

Our universal survey questions have the same rendering in all 
of these versions: Example “Jesus wept”



Every version says “wolf” without exception



All 
Versions

• The 1611 Cambridge KJV, all 5 
revisions, the 1769 Oxford 
Edition, as well as the ASV, NIV, 
ISV, NLT, ESV, BSB, BLB, NKJV, 
NAS, (NASB 1995,) (NASB 1977,) 
LSB, Amplified, CSB, Holman, 
CEV, ERV, Majority, NET, New 
Heart, Websters, Weymouth, 
World English, LSV, Berean, 
Young’s, Smith’s, Douay-Rheims, 
Catholic Public Domain, NAB, 
NRSV, LAMSA, Aramaic, 
Anderson, Godbey, Haweis, 
Mace, Weymouth, Worrell, 
Worsley, 

What did the dove bring back in its mouth?



All 
Versions

• The 1611 Cambridge KJV, all 5 
revisions, the 1769 Oxford 
Edition, as well as the ASV, NIV, 
ISV, NLT, ESV, BSB, BLB, NKJV, 
NAS, (NASB 1995,) (NASB 1977,) 
LSB, Amplified, CSB, Holman, 
CEV, ERV, Majority, NET, New 
Heart, Websters, Weymouth, 
World English, LSV, Berean, 
Young’s, Smith’s, Douay-Rheims, 
Catholic Public Domain, NAB, 
NRSV, LAMSA, Aramaic, 
Anderson, Godbey, Haweis, 
Mace, Weymouth, Worrell, 
Worsley, 

Who did Jacob wrestle with?



Source text for ESV, NLT, CSB, NASB, NRSV
• ESV (English Standard Version)

• OT textual basis: Masoretic Text as found in Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (5th 
ed., 1997). Biblia+1

• NLT (New Living Translation)
• OT based on the Masoretic Text as represented in BHS, with DSS, LXX, Samaritan 

Pentateuch, etc. consulted. The 10 Commandments+1
• CSB (Christian Standard Bible)

• OT textual basis: Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS). CSBible+1
• NASB (New American Standard Bible, esp. 2020)

• OT textual basis: BHS and BHQ (for books available), plus LXX, DSS, etc. Lockman 
Foundation+1

• NRSV / NRSVue (Updated Edition)
• OT textual basis: Biblia Hebraica Quinta (BHQ) where available, and BHS for the 

rest. Bible Gateway
• In other words, all of these list BHS/BHQ



Source for the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia 
is the Westminster Leningrad Codex

Westminster Leningrad Codex

The Westminster 
Leningrad Codex 
also says “wolf” so 
we are not confused 
by modernizations



Source text for ESV, NLT, CSB, NASB, NRSV NIV

The Hebracia 
Stuttgartensia says 

“wolf” so we are not 
confused by 

modernizations



Modernizations or Variants NIV, ESV, RSV



Misprints
• You can’t find the 

misprinted Bible that 
says the “lion will lay 
down with the 
lamb”….it doesn’t exist



See video on 
alteredbible.com



Refuting misquotes from pop culture

 If someone said, “There is no God” on Facebook, would you somehow become an atheist 
without ever realizing you had changed sides?

 If the unusually high rate of documented misremembering is caused by misquotes from pop 
culture, then why is everyone misremembering the same way? There would have to be only 
one misquote for each of the 20 familiar Bible passages that everyone is getting wrong the 
same way. There’s no evidence of that

 So what if you come across a misquote on Facebook? Don’t you know your Bible?
 Can’t you recognize a misspelled word and reject it? What makes you think a misquote is any 

different?
 Why would some random misquote be a greater influence on a pastor than his long-term 

exposure to the correct renderings?



Refuting misquotes from pop culture
How many times would you have to hear “Jesus wept” (Luke 19:41) misquoted as “Jesus cried” before you believe 
that the misquote would be able to permanently overwrite your long-term memory without your knowledge, so 
that you would choose #2 (“Jesus cried”) if you took a quiz and you were given a multiple-choice option of;

• Jesus wept
• Jesus cried
• Jesus wailed, 

Here are your answer options to choose from 
1. If I heard it often enough and long enough, and under the right conditions, I think that eventually I would be 

helpless to adopt it into my long-term memory and that this would happen without me being aware of it. And I 
believe that could happen with 12 other scriptures just like the pastors, no matter how much I’m exposed to the 
Bible and the correct renderings.  

2. I don’t care how many times I saw it misquoted; I know my Bible, and I would always know that it has always said 
“Jesus wept.” 

3. Other (Provide explanation)



Refuting misquotes from pop culture
Only one misquote for each alleged Bible change
Would you agree that in order for everyone to be misremembering the same way, there would have to be only one 
misquote for the 15 or 20 passages that are regularly misremembered (See online Bible quiz at alteredbible.com) Do 
you have any evidence to support the idea that there is only one misquote for these 20 passages that all pastors are 
misremembering the same way in our survey?

Misquotes appearing on all nine platforms simultaneously
Since most people only look at one or two different social media platforms, you would need to be able to show that 
these 20 misquotes regularly appear on at least the top nine social media platforms. Do you have any evidence that 
the 20 verses that were universally misremembered in my survey appear in only one form across all of the following 
platforms: Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Reddit, Instagram, Pinterest, LinkedIn, Quora, and Tumblr?



Refuting misquotes from pop culture

Misquotes appearing everywhere and all the time
What is the probability that these 20 Bible misquotes that I showed are rendered in only one way across all nine 
platforms, often enough and over a long enough period of time to overcome all the influence of the correct 
rendering that pastors are consistently exposed to?
There is no evidence
Just to recap: there’s no evidence that the misquotes exist, there’s no evidence that they appear in only one form, 
there’s no evidence that they appear on all 9 platforms, and there’s no evidence that they appear often
enough and are ubiquitous enough to overcome the relentless exposure that pastors have to the correct rendering. 
Is that your testimony?



Theological Argument
#1 Sovereignty of God
• Psalms 119:89 was written approximately 250 years before Amos 8:11, 

demonstrating God’s willingness to promise to preserve His Word and then 
subsequently make it inaccessible through a judgment. Whatever counter-
argument you wish to bring forward is irrelevant because the precedent is clear; 
God promised to preserve His Word and then subsequently took it away as a 
judgment.  This is an example of God’s sovereignty, and if He did it before He can 
d

• Psalm 119:89 (KJV)
For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

• Amos 8:11 (KJV)
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the 
LORD:



Theological Argument
#2 Bible, Scripture, Word (Synonymous?)
• Are the terms “Bible, Scripture, and Word” really synonymous? When someone says “the 

Bible can't change because God preserves his word,” they are inadvertently conflating 
the terms Bible and word to mean the same thing, but is that true? 

• When most Christians read the passage that says “Heaven and Earth will pass away but 
my word will not pass away” they unconsciously convert that term word in into their KJV 
Bible. But if that was true, why doesn’t the text ever say something like;

• “Heaven and earth will pass away but my Bible will not pass away, or Thy Bible oh Lord is forever settled in heaven “

• So you never hear anyone say “the Bible can't change because God preserves His 
scripture.” And the reason they never say that is because the Bible or the scripture 
doesn't teach that.  So who decided that the term scripture and word are synonymous? 
It’s the guy at the front of the room because it's certainly not the text itself because 
there's quite a few passages that clearly indicate that the term word does not mean your 
King James Bible in English on your coffee table, it means something much more 
profound

• John 1:1, Revelation 19:13 (Hebrews 4:12 vs Revelation 2:23), (John 1:4 vs John 5:39)  
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Matthew 4:4



Theological Argument
#2 Bible, Scripture, Word
• John 1:1 (KJV)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.

• Revelation 19:13 (KJV)
And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called 
The Word of God.

• Hebrews 4:12 (KJV)
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart.

• Revelation 2:23 (KJV)
And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which 
searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.



Theological Argument
#2 Bible, Scripture, Word
• John 1:4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

• John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me.

• Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.’”

• Psalm 33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the 
host of them by the breath of his mouth.

• Jeremiah 1:4 Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Before I 
formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of 
the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the 
nations.



Theological Argument
#2 Are “scripture & “word” interchangeable?
• John 1
• In the beginning was the Word (scripture), and the Word (scripture) 

was with God, and the Word (scripture) was God. He (the scripture) 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through Him 
(the scripture), and without Him (the scripture) nothing was made 
that was made. In Him (the scripture) was life, and the life was the 
light of men.



Theological Argument
#2 Bible, Scripture, Word
• Because the scripture makes a clear distinction between the term “Word” 

and the written text, we are forced to acknowledge that there may be a 
more nuanced understanding of what the preservation promises are 
actually pointing to.

• If preachers go to so much effort to bring forward the exact meaning of a 
word in their sermons, why don’t they apply the same diligence to these 
three words?

• God’s infinite perfection of righteousness is not diminished in any way if 
the scripture is changing because the scriptures do not promise that the 
scriptures will be preserved; they promise that the Word will be preserved, 
and they are not the same. If they are the same, then John 1:1 demands 
that you should be able to hold up your KJV Bible and say, “I hold in my 
hand, God!”



Theological Argument
#3 Where is it preserved (“Not with ink”)
• God promises to preserve His Word in the hearts of His people, not on the pages of 

the book.  There are only five preservation promises the indicate where the word will 
be preserved and none of them indicate that the jurisdiction will be on paper.  The text 
clearly teaches that God promises to preserve the word in our hearts.

• The text even goes as far as to specifically state that the preservation medium will not 
be on paper in 2 Corinthians 3:3 when Paul tells us ; “not on tables of stone” and “not 
with ink” “but with the spirit of the living God.” 

• He clearly states that preservation will not be on tables of stone which is the most 
durable medium possible for storing the decrees of God. No, God is telling you in His 
word that under the new covenant, the storage of the word will be in the hearts of His 
people as he says in verses 2-3; 

• “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:
Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink,

• Promises with a jurisdiction 
• Jeremiah 31:33, Hebrews 8:10, Hebrews 10:16, 2nd Cor 3:3, Psalms 119:89

• Promises without a jurisdiction
• Isaiah 40:8, Isaiah 55:11, Psalm 12:6, Psalm 119:89, Proverbs 30:5, Matthew 5:18, Matthew 24:35, John 10:35, 

John 17:17, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, 



Theological Argument
#3 Promises with a jurisdiction

• Jeremiah 31:33  But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

• Hebrews 8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write 
them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a 
people:

• Hebrews 10:16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write 
them;

• 2 Corinthians 3:3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of 
Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.

• Psalms 119:89 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.



Theological Argument
#3 Promises withOUT a jurisdiction
• Isaiah 40:8 (KJV)

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever.

• Isaiah 55:11 (KJV)
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.

• Psalm 12:6 (KJV)
The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
purified seven times.

• Psalm 119:89 (KJV)
For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

• Proverbs 30:5 (KJV)
Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.



Theological Argument
#3 Promises withOUT a jurisdiction
• Matthew 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 

one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
• Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 

away.
• John 10:35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the 

scripture cannot be broken;  
• NOTE: John 5:18 uses the same word for broken as John 10:35 and it means “obeyed” not 

preserved. John 5:18 “Therefore the Jews sought the more to 
kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was 
his Father, making himself equal with God.”

• John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
• 2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works.



26 Theological Argument
#4 Preserved but inaccessible

• The Word can be preserved while at the same time be made inaccessible through a 
judgment. The Word is preserved in relation to the pagan, but the Word is also 
inaccessible to them through a judgment

• Psalm 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.

• There are over 1,600 living languages that have no Bible translated into their 
language, but these same people are all still in subjection to the word. So the word is 
preserved in relation to these people groups, but it is at the same time inaccessible to 
them. In a similar way, the word is preserved to us in modernity, but at the same time 
is becoming inaccessible through this judgment.

• Galatians 3:22 “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by 
faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.”

• Romans 11:32 “For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all.”

• Romans 3:19 “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them 
who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God.”



Theological Argument
#5 God has removed His word before

• The sentimental argument that God would never allow this because it 
would be too disruptive is unbiblical. God has removed His Word as a 
judgment before, which establishes a precedent for His willingness to 
do it again.

• Amos 8:11, Lamentations 2:9, Micah 3:6-7, Psalm 74:9, 1 Samuel 3:1, 2 
Chronicles 15:3, Ezekiel 7:26, Hosea 4:6, Ezekiel 14:4,9, 1 Kings 22:19, 
Numbers 22:20, Psalms 18:26



Theological Argument
#5 God has removed His word before

• Amos 8:11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a 
famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the LORD:

• Lamentations 2:9 Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed 
and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the 
law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the LORD.

• Micah 3:6 Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; 
and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go 
down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them.

• Micah 3:7 Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: 
yea, they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God.

• Psalm 74:9 We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is 
there among us any that knoweth how long.



Theological Argument
#5 God has removed His word before

• 1 Samuel 3:1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the 
LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision.

• 2 Chronicles 15:3 Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, and without a 
teaching priest, and without law.

• Ezekiel 7:26 Mischief shall come upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; then shall 
they seek a vision of the prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the 
ancients.

• Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten 
the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

• Ezekiel 14:4 Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man 
of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his 
iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh 
according to the multitude of his idols;

• Ezekiel 14:9 And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have 
deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the 
midst of my people Israel.



Theological Argument
#5 God has removed His word before
• 1 Kings 22:19 And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the 

LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of 
heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.

• Numbers 22:20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto 
him, If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with them; but 
yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.

• Psalms 18:26 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with 
the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward.



26 Theological Argument
#6 God told us He was going to do this
• This event was foretold with stunning accuracy. 

• Dan 7:25, Amos 8:11, 2nd Thessalonians 2:9, Revelation 13, Revelation 22:10-
18, Enoch 80:1-3



Theological Argument
#7 The devil was given permission
• The devil doesn’t have enough power to change the Bible unless God 

gives him permission. Since God has demonstrated His willingness to 
do this in the following passages, it’s theologically sound to suggest 
that He would do it again by allowing the Bible to be supernaturally 
changed.

• Job 1:12, Revelation 13:7



26 Theological Argument
#8 Inspired doesn’t mean preserved
• Just because the Word is inspired, does not automatically mean it is 

preserved because:
a. Even things inspired by God can become corrupted (Hebrews 1:10-
12)
b. There are no passages that teach inspiration equals preservation
c. Theological necessity is a tradition of men that is taught as doctrine
d. 2nd Timothy 3:16 should be interpreted as “Every” scripture that is 
inspired by God,” not “All” scripture that is inspired by God.”



26 Theological Argument
#9 God doesn’t change ≠ Bible doesn’t change

• God's unchanging nature, does not automatically equate to the 
Bible's unchanging nature.



26 Theological Argument
#10 God is willing to appear unrighteous
• God is willing to appear unrighteous to test His servants. By allowing 

this judgment, it appears that God is asking His people, “Do you know 
me, or do you just know the book?”

• Job 1:8, Genesis 22:1



26 Theological Argument
#11 God is the author of confusion
• Although the text clearly reveals that God is not the author of 

confusion, He has still used confusion as a judgment numerous times.
• Genesis 11:7-9, Judges 7:22, 2 Chronicles 20:23, 1 Samuel 14:20, Exodus 

14:24-25, 2 Kings 7:6-7



26 Theological Argument
#12 Psalm 12 is not a preservation promise
• Taking Psalms 12 and other passages out of context to support the 

preservation doctrine is common.



26 Theological Argument
#13 The Bible has been changing from its inception

• If the Bible can’t change, then why has it been changing through 
seven different covenants since its inception?

• Hebrews 8:6-9, 13, Edenic, Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Palestinian, 
Davidic, New



26 Theological Argument
#14 The law of 1st mention
• The law of first mention: The first time the term “Word of God” is 

used is in the context of a conversation, not a written text.
• Genesis 15:1



26 Theological Argument
#15 God breaks down so that He may build up

• God breaks down so He can build up. He’s offended by the rampant 
exaltation of intellectualism and wants our hearts to be burning with 
freedom and joy.  Your doctrine isn’t sound if you’re miserable.

• Ecclesiastes 3, Jeremiah 18:7



26 Theological Argument
#16 It please God not to give us a Bible
• God has demonstrated that He is not as concerned that we have a 

perfect, flawless Bible as many church leaders are because:
• We’ve only had a Bible for about 7% of the entire Church age
• God did not require that all His decrees be recorded on an indelible medium 

like the 10 commandments, which indicates that He prefers that we remain 
dependent on Him to clarify many things as we go

• It pleased God for men to grope (Acts 17:27-28)



26 Theological Argument
#17 The book points to God, the preachers point 
to the book
• Church leaders keep pointing to the book instead of its author, but 

the scriptures are not the foundation of our faith as we are often told, 
it is Christ Himself. 

• 1 Corinthians 3:11

• “God, in past time, spoke to us in many ways, but now He speaks to us 
through His Son,” not the Bible.

• Hebrews 1:1-2



26 Theological Argument
#18 Promises can be modified or overturned
• The Bible can change because the preservation promises can be modified 

or overturned by other passages that foretold that they would be changed.
• (Matthew 5:17 vs Daniel 7:25), (Psalm 119:89 vs Amos 8:11), (Isaiah 40:8 vs 2 

Thessalonians 2:9) Other examples of scripture changing scripture: Hebrews 8:6-9, 
13, Matthew 12:3-6, (Leviticus 23:4-5 vs Colossians 2:16), (Leviticus 3:17 vs Romans 
14:20), Galatians 2:14, (Exodus 20:13 vs Matthew 5:21-22), (Leviticus 11:1-23 vs Acts 
10:9-16)

• On rare occasions, God rescinds His promises. It appears as though too 
many have turned the Bible into an idol and so God has allowed Satan to 
scramble it in a Tower of Babel-type judgment.

• 1 Samuel 2:30, Jeremiah 18:7-10, Genesis 6:5-7, Exodus 32:9-14, 1 Kings 21:17-29, 
Jonah 3:10



26 Theological Argument
#19 Promises can have time limits
• God puts time limits on some promises in the Scripture. The time 

limit for the preservation promises is Daniel 12:4; “shut up the words 
and seal the book, even to the time of the end.” The prophecy that 
God would allow the Bible to be changed in Daniel 7:25 was sealed 
until now. This event described in Daniel 7:25 was delayed until 
Revelation 22:10 when we hear the words “Seal not the words of the 
prophecy.” This means that the changing of times and laws 
mentioned in Dan 7:2 can commence. Other examples of promises 
with a time limit include:

• Genesis 15:13-14, Jeremiah 29:10, Daniel 9:24, 2 Kings 20:5-6


